
Key vocabulary  Key Knowledge-How Did the Second World War Begin?  

• Borders: a boundary or line separating two 

countries 

• Expansion: the act of becoming larger 

• Politics: the opinions or ideas of political leaders 

in government 

• Territory: an area of land under the rule of an 

individual or state 

• Axis: Countries which fought on the German side 

including  Italy, Germany and Japan 

• Allies: Countries which fought on the British side 

(including:  USA, Great Britain, France and Rus-

sia 

 

The leader of Germany, Adolf Hitler, had plans to take over 

other countries. In March 1938, Germany invaded and an-

nexed Austria, which made other countries worried. 

 

On 30th September 1938, British, French, German and Ital-

ian leaders signed a treaty which allowed Hitler to annex 

the Sudetenland (an area of Czechoslovakia) if he agreed 

not to invade anywhere else.  

 

However, Hitler broke the agreement, first invading the rest 

of Czechoslovakia and then Poland on 1st September. The 

Allies (Britain, France and Poland) had made a pact to sup-

port each other, so Britain and France declared war on Ger-

many. 

Key People Allies and Axis 

• Winston Churchill - Prime Minister of Great Britain 

during most of World War II, Winston Churchill was a 

great leader. His country was the last country 

fighting against the Germans in Europe.   

• Adolf Hitler - Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in 

1933 and Fuhrer in 1934. He was a ruthless dictator 

who hated Jewish people. He wanted to purge Germa-

ny of all weak people. He also wanted to take control 

of all of Europe.  
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